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FOEM OF PEEMANENT OEBANIZATION. 



1. This association shoH he coiled the " Nal'iontd Assodulion 
for tilt Amendment of lite QinstUnHon." 

2. Tlie object of thia Aasociation shall be to obtain snoii 
amendment of the Constitution of tha United States aa Bliall 
fully expreaa tlie Cbrietian national character according to the 
memorial adopted by this Convention. 

3. The officers shall be President, Vice-President, Recording 
and Corresponding Secretaries, and Treasurer. These, witii 
five other members, shall be the Executive Committee of the 
Association, any five of whom shall be a quorum— all to be 
elected at the annual meetings. 

4. Persons may become members by assenting to the Con- 
stitution . 

G. This association shall meet annually upon ita own mi- 
joumment, and at the call of ita ofBcera. 



1 POEM OP MBMOBIAI. TO CONGEE8S, 
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PRlP.tHKD BY THE ASBOCJATIOS. 






L. 








9L 


greas assembled: 








We, citizens of the United States, respectfully aak your honor- 
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able bodies W adopt meaaures for amending the Constitution 
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of the United States, so aa to read in aubstance as follows: 


^ 
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We, the people of the United States, humbly acknowledging 
Almighty God as the source of all authority and power in civil 
government, the Lord Jesus Christ, as the Ruler among the 
nations, and His revealed will as of supreme authority, in 
order to constitute a Christian government, and in order to form 
a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tran- 
quillity, provide for the common defence, promote the general 
welfare, and secure the inalienable rights and blessings of life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness to ourselves, our posterity, 
and all the inhabitants of the land, — Do ordain and establish 
this constitution for the United States of America. 

And we further ask that such changes be introduced into the 
body of the Constitution, as may be necessary, to give effect to 
these amendments in the preamble. 






ADDHESS 



COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
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3!) lAe Chnilian People of the United Slalsa : 

Fellow Citizens : — An aceompliahed. Americi 
h&B Bsid that tiie fiible contains the odI; genuine moral con- 
stitution of society, and its principlee are the only safe founda- 
tion of bU civil and political eBtabliahmeots. General Jaek- 
Bon, on his death-bed, said, pointing to the Bible : " That Book 
sir, is the rock on which our Republic rests — the bulwark of 
our free institutionB." 

The terrible national calamities into which we have fallen, 
indicate that we do not, os a nadan, possess those moral quali- 
ties which secure the permanence and welfare of the Common- 
wealth. There is no adequate solutiou of our perils and suffer- 
ings that does not refer them to a moral caiiae. There can be 
DO adequate cure that does not include, as its chief element, 
moral reform. 

While this reform must find its principal sphere in the 
hearta and homes of the people, and its chief agenW, an open 
Bible and an earnest Church, it partly depends upon the people 
in their organic capacity, and npon the government, as the 
agent in all national acts. ]Sany Christians s 
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that we have failed to give our civil institutions that definite 
and practical religious character which is worthy of a Christian 
people and essential to national permanence and prosperity. 
We are not aware, that in the formation of our government, 
by any act or any declaration we recognized the divine origin 
of the institution we then set up. While we have distinctly 
asserted, and jealously maintained, the right of the people to 
set up forms of government for themselves, we have not 
acknowledged — ^it would seem we have not felt — that the con- 
stitution of government is an act of obedience to God, and that 
all legitimate civil authority is ultimately derived from him. 
Neither have we recognized the moral responsibility of the 
nation in its organic character, nor its obligation to accept and 
obey the will of God revealed in his word. And this defect is 
made painfully conspicuous by the omission of the name of 
God even from the form of oath prescribed in the Constitution, 
which simply reads, "I do solemnly swear or affirm." We 
present the sad spectacle of a Christian people, who, in their 
organic capacity, neither recognize God nor "swear by his 
name." 

In view of the grave character of this defect, and in order to 
secure unity of effort among all Christians in accomplishing 
the needed reform, an organization has been formed, entitled 
** The National Association for the Amendment of the Federal 
Constitution." The object of the association is to secure such 
Amendments to the Constitution, that the preamble shall read 
substantially as follows: 

We, the people of the United States, (humbly recognizing 
Almighty God as the source of all authority and power in civil 
government, the Lord Jesus Christ as the Euler among na- 
tions, and his revealed will as of supreme authority,) in order to 
constitute a Christian government, and in order to form a 
more perfect Union, establish justice, insure domestic tran- 
quillity, provide for the common defence, promote the general 
welfare, (and secure the inalienable rights and blessings of life 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, to ourselves, our pos- 
terity, and all the inhabitants of the land,) do ordain, &c. 

We also ask for any changes in the body of the Constitu- 




tion, whioh may be neocBBarj to give effect t 
meuta in the preamble. 



ST AND NECKS8ART. 

■We reapectfully aubmit to your eonaideration, whether these 
ainendmente are not Bimply an appropriate recognition oT the 
TelatloQS which all Jiiut liumati autliorjty euHtaine to the Hn- 
jn^me Ruler of the Universe 1b not any thing lesa than this 
wholly mconsLHlent with those relations T We propose the re- 
cognition of Goil not onlj because he is the supreme ruler of 
all men anii all orgai izalions but beLauat. it is he who has 
given the inBtitution of civil goi eminent to man, anil tlie juBl 
authority ol the iiiagiatratt is derived Irom hira "There ia 
no jiowei hut of God The powers ihnt le are ordained of 
God It is surely fitting that a Constitution framed by a 
Chnstiaa people should recognize a higher source of civil 
authtritj than the mere will or toiseut of the iitizen And 
in prerienting civil government thus, as a divine mstitution, wi; 
enforce, by the highest possible sanctions, its claims upon the 
respect and obedience of the citi/en The true strength of a 
government lies tn the coaecientioua regard felt for it as the 
ordinance of God. TIiub only is the magistrate clothed with 
his true authority, and the majesty ot the law suitably pre- 
eerved. "The sanctions of religion," says De Witt ( hnton, 
"compose the foundations of good government 

The moral character of a goternnieul has a powerful reflex 
influence on the moral character uf the people Especially is 
this felt in a popular government, where the people ore brought 
into oonatant contact with it, study its history, admire its pro- 
visions, and drink deeply of its spirit. An irreligious govejn- 
ment begets an irreligious people. It must be deplored that in 
the Conatitution so universally and so justly adniireii and loved 
and studied by the American people, there is notbing to turn 
the mind of the nation to God, to inculcate reverence for his 
authority or respect for his word. 

We propose the recognition of Jesus Christ, as he is the sole 
actual governor of the world. God "hath putall things under 
hJB feet." "He wears the title — 'King of kings, and Lord of 



lords. Kingsaiid jiidgesBreeommniided, "Kles tlicSon." And 
it ia predicted, ilb among Ihe bleBsings of Die future, that the 
kingdoms of thiB world eliall "become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of hi» CbrieL" The recognition of God which we pro- 
pose can only be suitably made tlirough him who ia the One 
Mediator between God sod man, and national bleseings can 
only be obtained through him who ia the only channel of ^the 
divine blessing and favor. And euch recognition of God in 
Christ carries with it, of necessity, the recognition of "His 
revealed will, as of supreme authority," 



The principles which we here present are not ntw in Ameri- 
can politics. We are able to plead many precedents, which 
mast have the weight of authority with the American people. 
Our country was originally settled hymen of high religious 
character, whose only motive in seeking a home in the wilder- 
ness wan Ihe freedom and safety of religion and the glory of 
God. They left the impress of thrir character on the civil in- 
Htitutions which they Bet iip. In the cabin of the Mayflower, 
and before landing on Plymouth rock, the Pilgrims agreed 
(ipon a conatifution of civil gcrvernment, in which they de- 
dared " the glory of God and the advancement of the Chris- 
tian faith" to be aranng the ends of their organization. This 
Constitution, beginning "In the name of God, Amen," invokes, 
says Webster, "a religious sanction and the authority of God 
on their civil obligations." 

The Constitution of the first government eatahlishcd in the 
limits of the present State of Connecticut, declares that " where 
a people are gathered together, the word of God requires that 
(here should be an orderly and decent government established 
according to God." 

The first form of government that existed in Pennsylvania 
asserted " the origination and descent of all human power i'rom 
God," and [he first legislative act of the Colony, passed at 
Chester in 1862, recognized the Christian religion, while it 
est^blifihed libeHv of conscience, and declared that the glo 
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of God And the good of mankind arc the reaeon and end of 
government, wliich ie, therefore, a venerable ordinance of 
God." And die Supreme Court of Pennsvlvania, in 1824, on 
a trial for hlasphemy, referring to this early statute, Bays: 
"Christianity — general Chrietianitj — is and always has beau a 
part of the common law of Pennsylvania; not Chrietianity 
founded on particular tenets, nor an eetablisheii Church witli 
tithes and spiritual courts, but Christianity with liberty of con- 

Tbe State Conatitutions of the era of the Revolution present 
the same cliaracteristica. In 1780, the Constitution of Massa- 
chusetts declared that the happineiie of a people, and the good 
order and preservation of civil government, easentially depend 
on piety, religion, and morality." And in the Convention of 
that State, met in 1820 to revise the Constitution, Mr. Webster 
said: " I am clearly of opinion that we should not strike out 
all recognition of the Christian religion. I am deairoua that 
in so solemn a transaction as the establieliment of a Constitu- 
tion we should express our attachment to Chriatianity — not 
indeed to any of its peculiar forms, but to its general principles." 
But it is needless to multiply examples; for of the thirteen 
States existing originally, not one had failed in its Constitution 
to make recognition, more or leas explicit, of the authority 
of Ood and the claims of his law. And it is a matter of deep 
regret, that when we were enabled, after the triumphant asser- 
tion of our independence, to set up a statelier govemment^il 
structure, we leit out that which constituted the chief strengtli 
and glory of thoae earlier commonwealths. 

We would cast no imputation on the well known Christian 
character of many of the eminent men who framed the Fede- 
ral Constitution. We know that many who were foremost in 
its formation regarded their aucoeas as owing only to the favor 
of God. And in the first Congress held after the adoption of 
the Constitution, the Senate unanimously requested the Presi- 
dent to appoint a day of thanksgiving for the blessing of God 
therein vouchsafed to the nation. Why then did tiie framers 
of this instrument not incorporate in it a distinct recognition 
of-God and of his law? Hami!l«n is said lo have exclaimed, 
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when asked the reason of this neglect: "I declare we forgot 
it." But the only satisfactory explanation is found in their 
known anxiety to avoid the unsound and hurtful union of 
Church and State, and in their conception of civil government 
merely as a social compact and not as the ordinance of God. 
In guarding against unequal and unjust discriminations between 
citizens of various religious belief, they have absolved the citi- 
zens from all profession, even of the fundamental moral truths 
on which civil government rests. In guarding against the 
doctrine that constitutions, if established at all, are granted to 
the people by their rulers, and asserting the right of the people 
to frame their own Constitution, they forgot that the people 
were still dependent on the power of God, and that their na- 
tional authority and rights are conferred by him. 

Whatever explanation we put upon this unfortunate omission, 
it cannot be considered presumptuous, after the experience of 
nearly three quarters of a century, to propose amendments to 
any constitution, however admirable and beneficent. It has 
already been amended in some particulars. The present re- 
bellion has led to a general conviction, that additional amend- 
ments are necessary to secure universal liberty, and prevent 
even the possible recurrence of the evils which we now suffer. 
We propose, that the Constitution be made unmistakably 
Christian, as well as free. 
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THESE PRINCIPLES ARE IN ACCORD WITH MANY OF OUR 

NATIONAL ACTS. 

There are well established features in our government, which 
are consistent only with such principles, as we seek to intro- 
duce into the National Constitution. Through our whole 
history Chaplains have been appointed by Congress, prayer is 
offered daily during its sessions, and the nation is called at in- 
tervals by both Congress and the Executive to thanksgiving, or 
fasting and prayer, A recent resolution of the Senate on such 
an occasion recognized the mediation of Jesus Christ, and the 
President called us to give thanks "for preserving and redeem- 
ing grace." We have gone to the Christian religion for the 
only bond we have for the integrity of the ruler, or the fidelity 
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fiT tile eirizen— the divine ordinance of the oath. Huch acts 
can have no meaning unless as a nation we acknowledge Qod. 
If anch implied recognition of God be proper and becoming, no 
objection can be urged against the express recognition which 
we propose. Its necessity will be felt when we remember, that 
one chief magistrate once refused (o appoint a day of fasting 
and prayer in an honr of public calamily, because the nation 
in its conBtitution recognized no God, and another, in contract- 
ing a treaty with a Mohammedan power, hesitated not to declare 
that "The Government of the United States ia not, in any sense, 
founded on the Christian religion. It has in itself no character 
of enmity against the laws and religion of Mussulmans. *" Surely 
our Christian character should be so well defined, that the 
chief magistrate of the nation could not doubt oi ignore it, so 
clear that all the world should know us as ft nation whose Qod 
is Jehovah, 

We are glad, in conclnsion, to aiiopt the language of "The 
Book for the Nation and the Times," whose author truly says : 

" The sins of our people are many and great ; such as Sab- 
hath desecration, drunkenness and falsehood; a sad want of 
ftimily government, and hence a lamentable disregard ol' 
parental authority; a reckless spirit of insubordination general- 
ly; with national pride and self-sufficiency. But there Ih 
ground to believe, that all these in a measure spring from our 
national forgetAilness of God — that this is the fountain whence 
flow these evil streams. In order to hare healthtiil streams, 
we must purify the fountain ; easting into it the salt of divine 
and eternal truth, concerning God, his law, his claims, and 
supremacy over us as a nation. We commenced to build aside 
from the true foundation, and numerous evils must be the con- 
sequence. Let us begin anew, where we ought fo begin, re- 
cognising the rightful authority of God over us, and acknow- 
ledging our subordination to that authority. This will be to 
begin at the beginning, and will have promise of a happy con- 
tinuance; it will be laying a foundation for law, order, and 
stability in every department of the social fabric. Wlien the 
■ Truiitj wHh Tripoli. Art. si. Laws otlha UnilPd StuWf, ml, t. 
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n is purified by a recognition of our proper relatione to 
(iod Biid His government, it will have a healing and saving 
influence on all the Btreams of our civil and aoeial life." 

Fellow eitizens, if it be really our duly thiia to recognize 
God, our failure to do eo la among the causes of our national 
palaniities. The hour of ohaetisement is the hour for repent- 
ance, and the true path back to prosperity and peace is the 
ptitli of amendment and reform. The Preaident, in his recent 
proclamation of a fast, called upon tlie nation to pray that we 
" may not be destroyed by an obstinate adhesion to our own 
counsels, which may be in conflict with hia eternal purposes." 
The inspired invocation " Four out thy wrath upon the heathen 
that have not known thee, and upon the kingdoms, that have 
not called upon thy name," urges us to pay this timely homage 
to the Governor among the nations. The season ablenesa of 
the movement at the present lime is confirmed by the earnest 
and systematic eflbrt in many quarters, to bring our state 
governments to know less and less of Christianity and its in- 
stitutione. It is a gratifying evidence of a healthful sentiment 
in other quarters, that the present constitution of New Jeraey, 
as revised in 1S5T, indicates a disposition to return to the origi- 
nal idea of a Christian State. 

In this movement, prompted by pure Christian patriotism, 
participated in by various Christian denominations, all of whom 
are opposed to any sectarian establishment of religion, we in- 
vite the co-operation of every lover of his country, and every 
follower of Jesus Christ, We invite all ministers of the gospel 
to proclaim to the nation the claims of Him whose ambassa- 
dors they are. We invite the co-operation of all ecclesiastical 
bodies In this effort to return to our fathers' God, to honor our 
common Redeemer, and to secure the beat interests of our 
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OPEI^ING ADDEESS 

Before the First Anniversary Meeting of the National Asso- 
ciation, for the Amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States, held in the City of Philadelphia, 
on the 6th and 7th days of July 1864. 

By J. ALEXAHSES, Esq., Betiring President of the Assooiatioii. 

" Gentlemen of the National Association for the Amendment of the 
Constitution^' 

By the blessing of our Heavenly Father we have been brought 
up here from various parts of the land, to celebrate the first 
anniversary of our organization. In this time of national 
chastisement for our numerous individual and national sins, it 
becomes us to humble ourselves under the mighty hand of 
God, and earnestly wrestle with him for the grace of repentance 
and reformation. That all our action may be for the glory of 
God and the good of our beloved country, we will unite in 
supplicating the throne of Divine Grace. [Rev. Dr. Stockton 
was called upon to open the meeting with prayer.] 

(After prayer the retiring president addressed the assembly 
as follows:) 

Friends and Fellow Citizens: — Our fathers came to this 
new world, that they might enjoy religious liberty, and escape 
the cruel persecutions endured in the old world. The union 
of church and state had caused them so much suffering, that 
they appear to have thought that the greatest safety lay in 
keeping religion and politics at the greatest distance from 
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each other. The friends of this movement are equally op- 
posed to a union of church and state, and we believe, all sects, 
and all classes of our citizens continue utterly opposed to any 
such alliance of church and state, and hope it will never find 
friends in America. But while we think our fathers were 
right in this, we believe the philosophical sentiments, which in 
the course of time some of our talented statesmen imported 
from France, led our nation to the other dangerous extreme of 
attempting to set up a national government without that dis- 
tinct recognition of God, His law and His authority, required 
from a Christian people. By many significant acts, Christianity 
had been fully endorsed by the founders of our nation, and in 
the immortal Declaration of Independence, our nation specially 
recognized our "Eeliance on the aid of Divine Providence." 
This noble Christian action was taken in the, time of our great 
struggle for independence, which by the signal interposition of 
God in our behalf was secured, and when the National Consti- 
tution was adopted a few years afterwards it might have been 
reasonably expected, that a grateful Christian people would ex- 
plicitly recognize Him as our Deliverer, invoke His protection, 
and take His revealed will as of supreme authority in framing 
the law of the land. But alas for our ingratitude, being vainly 
confident in our own strength, we forgot the true source of our 
power, and set up a government in the name of " The people,*' 
We respectfully submit that a false principle was thus assumed 
at the very foundation of our government, — viz: that "the peo- 
ple " are the source of all power and authority in civil govern- 
ment, and that civil government is theordinance of man : where- 
as God has revealed himself as the source of all power and au- 
thority in civil government, and when properly constituted by 
the voice of the people, civil government is the ordinance of God. 
We as a nation have thus forgotten Him, — failed to acknow- 
ledge Him in our highest national act. He declares, that the 
wicked shall be turned into hell with all the nations that for- 
get God. He is evidently displeased with us for this neglect, 
and he appears to have "let us alone," — ^given us up to our 
own wisdom, that we may see its weakness and folly. He is 
also chastising us by permitting a portion of our own people 
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to rebel againet the national autliorlty, thiiB ilirnieLing ub 
with an example of the legitimate coasetiueiice of our original 
rebellion ajrainel Him. "We do not flffirm this to be our only 
national aiii, hut that it is our Original Sin against our Best Be- 
nefactor, and lies at the fonndation of our numerous and indi- 
vidual traaegreaaiona, and we believe it to be an Bininentlj ap- 
propriate theme, on which to plead for repentance and reforma- 
tion, and the outpouring of a apirit of revival of religion, so 
much needed in. our land. This want of a distinct and unequi- 
vocal recognition of ChriBtianity — its Author— and its obliga- 
tioQS, bae been lamented by wise and good men of all classes 
since the adoption of our otherwise admirable constitution. To 
aid in securing the amendment of the Constitution in this re- 
spect in a couetitutional manner, so as to make it conform to 
the Christian character of tlie nation, is the object of this Ae- 



Perhaps the chief objections to this reform in the public 
mind lie in the very just and aacred regard of all true [latriots 
for the Constitution itself. And in the apprehension that 
agitating the subject at this time may distract the publK mind 
and embarrass the present great duty of putting down the 
rebellion. In a just devotion to the Constitution, and in de- 
termination to put down the rebellion, we will not yield prece- 
dence to any ; and we trust the well known character, the expe- 
rience and the enlightened patriotism of many of those who 
are earnestly aiding in this reformation, and the nature of the 
reform proposed will satisfy candid thinking men that there is 
no ground f app b d n '1 but great good to result from 
discussion an 1 a t n n tl s bje tat thia time. We seek in 
a eonstitut o al waj to mo the seeds of death from the 
nation's to t tut n tl a( t nay be perpetuated. And we 
seek to ha\e God so I n d and glorified, as to appease his 
wrath, and t nd to emo eh judgments from our nation. We 
believe the p es t he ppo I n time, and the Christian 
element of the nation is bound by duty to God, and to our 
country, to labor in this cause until God ia honored and the 
nation eaved. And now, when our noble brotliers and sons 
are offering their heart's bloud in battle, we who are at home 
should be offering our heart's duvotlon to the God of battle*'. 
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that our armies may be victorious and our nation delivered. 
And how can we better do this than by unitedly laboring and 
praying for the object of this Association. 

HISTORY OF THIS MOVEMENT. 

The first systematic eflfort to bring this subject before the pub- 
lic was made in a mass convention of all evangelical denomina- 
tions, held in Xenia, Ohio, on the 3d day of February, 1863. The 
discussions in that Convention — with a few unpretending articles 
in the religious press — memorials to some ecclesiastical bodies, 
conventions in several sections of the country, and a national 
address, and the prayers of many Christian patriots — were 
the measures principally instrumental in raising up that in- 
terest on this subject which resulted in assembling in Alle- 
gheny City, January last, one of the largest and most deeply 
interesting Mass Conventions which it has ever been our privi- 
lege to attend, and in which six States and eight religious de- 
nominations were represented. Afler very full discussion and 
deliberation, interspersed largely with devotional exercises, a 
form of the amendment to be proposed to the Constitution was 
finally adopted unanimously. And we regard it as evidence of 
the Divine Spirit, that the proposed amendment which was 
adopted by that large assembly without a dissenting voice, was 
the same substantially that had been proposed in the Convention 
at Xenia, where it was first introduced, and which had been en- 
dorsed by all the intervening Conventions, and which has been 
largely endorsed by ecclesiastical bodies throughout the land. 
To the candid mind desiring to be correctly informed in regard 
to the true spirit and design of this movement we trust that the 
foregoing condensed statement will suffice to show, that the ob- 
jects and actions have all been of a broadly constitutional, and 
patriotic and entirely unsectarian character. Wherever discus- 
sions take place the people are convinced of the duty proposed, 
and the cause progresses satisfactorily. The great wants now 
are united prayer to God Almighty, Christian and patriotic ac- 
tion, printed documents, and candid discussion. 

And now that the City of Brotherly Love — the birth-place 
of our noble Constitution — has extended to this association 
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such a characteristic, generous and cordial welcome, may not 
we hope that their cordial co-operation will aid and inspire us 
all with new zeal and devotion to this cause of our Divine Master, 
and that we will persevere in the use of all proper means until 
the Messiah is enthroned in our beloved land, and national 
unity restored on the principle of *' Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace and good will toward men." 

May Almighty God bless our land, and may her present 
agony prove to be parent pangs— precursers of a happy birth, 
that we may soon become the First-Born among the Christian 
nations. 



ffbe next meeting of the association will be held in Phila- 
delphia, on the last Tuesday of Qotob^f? and we cordially in- 
vite the attendance of all friends of the cause. 

We also ask the Christian people of the land to circulate the 
above form of memorial to Congress for signature, and to send 
the memorials to the Corresponding Secretary of the Associa- 
tion for transmission to Congress. Also to form auxiliary 
societies in their respective localities, and place themselves in 
correspondence with the National Association. 
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